Minutes of the September 5, 2008 University Senate Meeting
The University Senate meeting of Sept. 5, 2008 was held in the Faculty Lounge.  The meeting was called to order by Principal Senator Sarah Garber at 12:05 PM.

Senators Present:
R. Heller, M. Zdon, K. Oh, P. Meneses, H. Rasgado-Flores, M. Ariano, J. DiMario, R. Marr, J. Potashkin, R. Thomas, J. Vitale, R. Chen, D. Kosson, D. Bridges, E. Min, C. Strugielski
Senators Absent:

L. Broutman, T. Kepic, J. Mayefsky, R. Arora, T. Tzounopoulos, N. Jones, A. Snyder, B. Stutzman, D. Mueller, L. Mundt, L. Litwin, H. Bilyk, J. Becker, D. Levinthal, D. Kibrit, S. Wu, B. Manion, R. Songoo-Chi.

Agenda:

I.
Call to Order, 12:05 PM
II.
Approval of previous meeting’s minutes.

Minutes of the May 2, 2008 Senate meeting were approved.

III.
Principal Senator’s report

A. Town hall meeting July 22nd, 2008
· 
RFUMS Model of Education 
· Continue discussions via ERSIG and other venues 
· 
Academic Integrity Task Force 
· Continue discussions via “brown bags”, “Town Hall meetings”, ERSIG, “Big Lunch Tables”, etc… 

B. Special Senate meeting July 30th
· 
A quorum was present
· 
 Unanimous vote to change “Academic Affairs” to “Faculty Affairs” 
in University Bylaws and Faculty Policies & Procedures Handbook 
as needed.

C.  Brown Bag with Dr. Welch: Financial state of the Institution

D.  Faculty inclusion in the CFO interview process 

E.  Website management
· Working with the Office of Faculty Affairs 
· Members of the Senate Exec Committee have been appointed to help re-design Faculty Senate website 

F.   Look forward to an IT town hall meeting or brown bag sometime this fall.
IV.
Committee Reports
· Awards – Dr. Barrett 





No report

· Faculty Affairs – Dr. Oblinger 




No report

· Rules Committee – Now chaired by Dr. Gilman-Sachs 
No report

· Sabbatical leave – Dr. Urban – One application reviewed

· University Tenure – Dr. Burns 




No report

V.
Other Reports

 A.
Update from the Dept of Psychology – Dr. Calamari



Powerpoint presentation posted under Archived University Senate 


meeting items for Sept 5, 2008


 B.
Introduction to New Alumni Affairs Director – Ms. Bates states:
· 13 years experience

· Alumni untapped resource

· Alumni affairs will host events, celebrate alum successes.  
· Plan is to be realistic, strategic and focused.

 
C.
Faculty Development - Dr. Ariano

· Presentation today @ 2 PM (Joe Britto) in LRC
· ERSIG – active learning model meetings to be a Brown Bag Lunch in the faculty lounge one Tuesday of each month




ERSIG Objective: Introduce faculty members who 




participate in large sized classes on the use of alternative 



educational approaches for disseminating didactic 




information. ERSIG wants to “spread the word” on active 



learning, use of small group forums, blended and distance 



alternatives that will lessen the need for direct “face time” in 



the lecture setting. The schedule of presentations is coming.
· Ice Cream Social – Thursday 9/25 @ 3:00 PM

· This year to include a small survey

· Located in the new Faculty Affairs/ Development Suites

· Upcoming Activities

· Career transitions

· New Faculty Orientation – What is the Academy?  Will start first with CHP

· Planning Stage –

· Leadership development

· Career Planning


D.
Faculty Affairs – Dr. Hansen
· Reorganization of office space with sharedand share administrative assistant with Office of Compliance

· Continued collaboration with Dr. Rheault, as the new VP for Academic Affairs, on academic/faculty issues

· Alumni Weekend 10/18/08 includes Marshall Falk’s Memorial Service

· Review of Revised Code of Conduct Policy (Handout given)

· Old policy set in 2004

· Changes due to accreditation suggestions regarding behavior and the law, ethics for student, faculty and staff

· Additional detail delineated in Revision

· Faculty Senate voted to endorse and support this document.  (Motion received and seconded)

· Next Big Lunch meeting – 9/12


Topics:

· Task Force report on development of process for background checks for new faculty

· Continued Academic Integrity discussion (J. Vitale)

 
E.
Board of Trustees Representative 

No Report

Adjournment – Approximately 12:45 PM
Respectfully submitted

Rosanne Thomas, Secretary to the Senate
