Minutes of the May 2, 2008, University Senate Meeting

The University Senate meeting of May 2, 2008 was held in the Faculty Lounge. Dr. Welch gave his report before the meeting was called to order by Principal Senator Sarah Garber at 12:20 P.M.

Senators Present: 
M. Ariano, J. Becker, Jim Carlson, R. Chen, J. DiMario, S. Garber, D. Kosson, J. LeVan, B. Manion, J. Mayefsky, P. Meneses, M. Oblinger, J. Potashkin, H. Rasgado-Flores, G. Stutzman, R. Thomas, T. Tzounopoulos, J. Urban, J. Vitale (Dr. Mayefsky from pediatrics joined the meeting via speaker phone.)
Senators Absent:   R. Arora, N. Atre-Vaidya, H. Bilyk, L. Broutman, C. Correll, D. Evans, M. Fennewald, R. Heller, B. Jarrett, N. Jones, D. Kibrit, D. Levinthal, L. Litwin, F. Maldonado, D. Mueller, L. Mundt, F. Sierles, C. Stilp, E. Walters, S. Wu, M. Zdon.
I. Report by Dr. Welch

A. Thanks to everyone for their help in making the accreditation visit a success. 

B. Update on Discussions with ENH:  We have completed our due diligence to ENH. Whether the integration between ENH and the University will take place is still not clear. [Subsequently, ENH decided not to join the University. ]

C. Land:  We are still negotiating contracts with the Veterans Administration. 

D. New Website:  We are ready to launch the new website, and we need to launch it. Research is not as prominent on the new website as it should be, and this should be corrected within the next 4-6 weeks.

E. Commencement Speaker this year is Dr. Steven Wartman, President/CEO of the Association of Academic Health Centers. 
II. Call to Order, 12:20 P.M. 

III. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes 

Minutes of the March 7, 2007 Senate meeting were approved with corrections sent by Marjorie Ariano. 
IV. Principal Senator’s Report

A. Changes to Senate Committees 
1. Faculty Affairs and Rules Committees:  No changes.

2. Awards:  Dr. Potashkin will step down as chair. Marieclare Barrett will take over as chair. New members include Drs. Hastings, Hawthorne, and Keller. 

3. University Credentials and Tenure:  Dr. Kepic will join.

4. Sabbatical Leave:  Dr. Sierles will step down as chair; Dr. Urban will become the new chair. Drs. Mirek Dundr (CBA), Karen Stevens (PT), and Martin Yorath (SCPM Surgery) will be new members of the committee. 
B. Proposal 1:  Committee reports and presentations should be submitted to the Senate website two weeks before the following senate meeting to allow for faculty review. Modified or amended reports could then be reposted after the meeting. 
C. Proposal 2:  We should add two non-reporting town hall-type meetings per year for the purpose of discussing current topics of interest. The next town hall meetings would take place in July and January. Additional town hall meetings could be called as needed. [Note: the first town hall meeting took place on July 22, 2008.]

V. Committee Reports
A. Awards Committee – Dr. Potashkin:  There were many nominations. 

· The Lawrence Medoff Award for excellence in teaching, service, and research goes to Dr. Patrick Knott, Physican’s Assistant Dept.  
· The Morris Parker Award will go to Dr. David Armstrong, Dept. of Surgery and Director of Center for Lower Extremity Ambulatory Research (CLEAR). 

· The Board of Trustees Award to a young scientist will go to Dr. Grace (Beth) Stutzman, Dept. of Neuroscience. 

· The Rosalind Franklin Award for Excellence in Teaching goes to Dr. Marc Glucksman, Dept. of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. 

· The Rosalind Franklin Award for Excellence in Service to the University goes to Dr. Marc Abel, Dept. of Cell Biology and Anatomy. 

There was a hearty round of applause for the award winners.

B. Faculty Affairs Committee – Dr. Oblinger:  No report, no activity

Rules Committee – Dr. Gianfortune:  The list of election winners will be posted on the Senate website.  

C. Sabbatical Leave –  No report 
D. University Tenure – Dr. Burns:  No activity

VI. Other Reports
A. Dr. Ken Kessler:  The Master of Science Clinical Counseling Program will begin in August of 2008. The target cohort is 25 students. Students will complete two years of full-time study or three years of part-time study. Students will be license-eligible (for the LPC and, ultimately, the LCPC license) after graduation. The Illinois Dept. of Financial and Professional Regulation has given us preliminary approval for the proposed educational curriculum. Our program has also been approved as a participating program by the National Board of Certified Counselors (NBCC), which means that our students will be able to sit for the national licensing exam while still here at the University. NBCC participation affords students other benefits as well. The curriculum is comprised of 13 content areas and modeled after the accrediting standards of the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs and the Illinois Dept. of Financial and Professional Regulation. If program graduates have the LPC license and two years of practice, they will be eligible to apply for the LCPC, which permits independent practice. 

B. Dr. Judith Stoecker and Dr. Jim Carlson reported on the RFUMS model of education related to Strategic Plan Goal 1:  Educational Excellence. A working group came together on November 20, 2007 to begin working on this issue. The educational mission was approved by the university assessment committee. There are eight central tenets to the proposed model. 

C. Dr. John Becker gave a report on background check policies. He, Dr. Chen, and Dr. DiMario met to discuss this issue. Their proposal is for this procedure to be applied to all new faculty. Faculty are encouraged to speak with one of these faculty members if interested in this issue. 

Dr. Hansen:  The impetus for this has come from our auditors, and it is already moving forward for some staff positions for which it is required. 

D. Faculty Development (Dr. Ariano): No report.

E. Dr. Hansen encouraged faculty to participate in the  Leadership Session that afternoon and reminded faculty to turn in their response cards regarding attendance at commencement. 
Adjournment – approximately 1:05 P.M.
Respectfully submitted

David Kosson, Secretary to the Senate



