TO:
Class of 2009
FROM:
Cathy J. Lazarus, MD, FACP


Senior Associate Dean


Student Affairs and Medical Education

DATE:
March, 2008
RE:
ADVISORS
It is that time of year to begin the selection process to choose your Senior Faculty Advisor.
Here are the guidelines:

1.
Download and print the 2 pages of the Advisor form from the attachments.  

2.
Review the attached list of department approved advisors and make your selection.

3.
Contact that faculty person and set up an appointment to discuss the possibility of him/her becoming your advisor. 

4.
When you go to the scheduled appointment, take the Advisor Assignment Form with you.  If you and the faculty person agree that he/she will serve as your senior advisor, have him/her sign the agreement form.

5. 
It is then your responsibility to return the signed form to the Office for Student Affairs for confirmation, along with the "medical area of interest" form.

Expectations for advisors:

Meet at least once with student at end of third year to discuss 

· Specialty choice and fit for student’s goals

· Realistic appraisal of student’s academic record in relation to competitiveness of specialty

· Suggestions for activities to increase/augment student’s academic and professional portfolio in relation to specialty choice

· Suggestions for elective plans for fourth year balancing need for “audition” rotations with necessary general professional education and preparation for internship

· Advice on specific programs to apply for

Advisors are expected to have a good understanding of:

· Current trends in post graduate training in specialty field

· Competitiveness and quality of programs in local, regional and national area

· Requirements for graduation from Chicago Medical School

· Interest and availability to meet with students

· Ability and willingness to refer to others if student needs cannot be met (for example, student changes specialty choice)

