
TEST: HLA DQ ALPHA (DQα-1) 
 
PRINCIPLE:   
 
The Human Leukocyte Antigen Class II (HLA D) genes are located on chromosome 6.  
The HLA D genes are organized into three regions:  HLA DR, DQ and DP each of which 
encodes an alpha and beta glycopeptide.  The complete DNA sequence of the HLA DQα 
alleles is known. 
 
The DQα alleles are detected by Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) methodology.  
 
SAMPLE COLLECTION: 
Collect two to three tubes of blood in EDTA (lavender top) tubes.  Heparinized blood 
cannot be used.  Specimen should be delivered to the laboratory immediately, within 24 
hours.  Store or send at room temperature.  Peripheral blood specimens that are clotted, 
have not been collected in EDTA, or frozen are not acceptable. 
 
METHOD: Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) 
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Normal Range:  See lab report 
 
Turnaround Time:  One week 
 
 


