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RFUMS and Aurora Health Care Partner in Burlington, Wisconsin 

 
While RFUMS students are already learning through clinical practice at several hospitals in Chicago, 
Dr. Arthur Ross, dean of the Chicago Medical School and vice president of medical affairs, is pushing to 
provide opportunities in more rural areas.  
 
RFUMS medical and healthcare students have been working with physicians and other healthcare 
professionals at the 65-bed Aurora Memorial Hospital of Burlington to learn patient care in the areas of 
general surgery, Ob/Gyn, family medicine, pediatrics, the ER and other specialties.  
 
Although the relationship now currently includes the University’s Chicago Medical School and the 
College of Health Professions, it is hoped that the William M. Scholl College of Podiatric Medicine will 
also join this effort.  
 
"It's on-the-job learning," Ross said. "Before students begin their clinical experiences they get a 
tremendous ‘basic science’ education. But through real-life, everyday clinical situations, it ceases to be 
just book knowledge and becomes practical application. It's taking what they learned to the patient and 
the patient's bedside. Their learning comes to life." 
 
The relationship, which began in the summer of 2007, also offers expanded learning for students at 
Burlington High School, which has an enrollment of 1,320. Pupils in science teacher Troy Everson's 
anatomy and physiology class have visited RFUMS for lectures on histology and anatomy and for 
laboratory work in those areas.  
 
They also practice on real-life simulated patients in the University's Education and Evaluation Center. 
 
RFUMS students mentor the 39 Burlington High School learners, lend themselves to their classroom, 
make themselves available as e-mail "buddies" and have worked with them during their visits to the 
RFUMS campus. 

University faculty members, Patrick Knott, Ph.D., chairperson of the Physician Assistant Program, and 
John Tomkowiak, MD, director of Interprofessional Education and Simulation and Associate Dean of 
Curriculum for CMS, are two key coordinators of this new effort.   



 
"Our students experience being both teachers and learners," Ross said. "It's really a complete circle in 
terms of the education that's provided." 
 
The new Burlington connection also offers RFUMS students insight into rural health care at a time when 
rural areas like southeastern Wisconsin are experiencing a shortage of providers. Burlington, in Racine 
County, has a population of 10,200.  

The number of residents has grown by 20 percent since 1990.  
 
"There's no question that life and practice in a smaller community like Burlington is very, very different 
than life and practice in Chicago," Ross said.  

"Schools are really obligated to do the very best they can to train and provide students for the areas that 
they serve. We look at the southeastern region of Wisconsin as being within our service area and we also 
know we have students, who when they leave here, will want to find practice opportunities in rural or 
relatively rural areas." 
 
Ross hopes the budding relationship among the hospital, high school and University will both benefit the 
Burlington community as well as help RFUMS continue to grow. 
 
"We hope to do a better job of becoming attractive to the best and brightest students of the Burlington 
area so when it's time to enter into the health profession, we will be a fondly-known resource," Ross 
said. "Once they're here as students and subsequently return to Burlington to practice, we will have 
really closed the loop." 

 
About Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science 
Formed in 1912 as the Chicago Hospital-College of Medicine, Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine 
and Science is a national leader in interprofessional medical and healthcare education, offering a doctor 
of medicine program through the Chicago Medical School and doctor of podiatric medicine program 
through the Dr. William M. Scholl College of Podiatric Medicine. 
 
RFUMS also offers a range of degrees through its College of Health Professions, including nurse 
anesthesia, nutrition, physical therapy and physician assistant, and advanced biomedical degrees through 
the School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies. 
 
There are more than 15,000 RFUMS graduates in the United States and worldwide.  
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