The Responsibilities of the Institutional Biosafety Committee
(NIH Guidelines, Section IV-B-2-b)

1. Reviewing recombinant DNA research. This review must include:


a. Independent assessment of the containment levels required by the 
NIH guidelines.


b. Assessment of the facilities, procedures, practices, and training 
and expertise of personnel involved.


c. NOTE: There are several requirements relating to human gene 
transfer experiments which are not applicable at this institution at  
the present 
time since this type of work is not being done here.

d. Ensuring compliance with all surveillance, data reporting, and 
adverse event reporting set forth in the guidelines.
2. Notifying the Principal Investigator of the results of the review.

3. Lowering containment levels for certain experiments (as specified in Section III-D-2-a), i.e. experiments in which DNA from Risk Groups 2, 3, or 4, or restricted agents is cloned into nonpathogenic prokaryotic or lower eukaryotic host-vector systems.

4. Setting containment levels as specified in Section III-D-4b for experiments involving whole animals (II-D-5 for those involving plants).

5. Periodic review of recombinant DNA research done at the institution to ensure NIH Guidelines compliance.
6. Adopt emergency plans covering accidental spills and personnel contamination resulting from DNA research.

7. Reporting any significant problems, accidents, or illnesses to the appropriate institutional official as well as NIH/OBA within 30 days.

8. Perform other functions which may be covered under Section IV-B-2.

9. The IBC may NOT authorize the initiation of experiments which are NOT explicitly covered by the NIH Guidelines, until NIH establishes the containment level.
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IBC Responsibilities Covered under Section IV-B-2
Some examples of responsibilities covered under this section of the guidelines:

1. The IBC must ensure that the committee itself has the competence necessary to review and approve recombinant DNA activities. At least one member representing the technical staff should be included.  When the institution has recombinant DNA work involving animals, at least one individual with expertise in animal containment principles must be a member of the committee. At least 2 members from the community with no connection to the institution must be included on the committee. 
2. The institution itself may establish procedures that the IBC must follow in its reviews and approvals of activities.

