Thursday August 19, 2010 




Dear Faculty, Staff and Students:

It is my pleasure to announce two additional members to the Chicago Medical School Curriculum Team!  Dr. Gordon Pullen has agreed to accept the position of Assistant Dean for Basic Science Education and Professor Jim Carlson has accepted the position of Assistant Dean for Evaluation and Assessment.

Dr. Pullen received his B.S. in Biology from Wheaton College, IL and his Ph.D. in Physiology and Biophysics from RFUMS. He completed a post-doctoral position at the North Chicago V.A.  His research has focused on different areas including the mechanisms of genetic inheritance of high blood pressure; the effects of alcohol on insulin receptors and general growth and development; and thyroid hormone receptors in the cell nucleus. 

Currently, Dr. Pullen is the Assistant Dean and Director of the Office of Educational Affairs at RFUMS, with a joint appointment as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Physiology and Biophysics.  In addition, Dr. Pullen supervises the USMLE Step 1 review course and has teaching roles in Pharmacology, Physiology and Pathology.  Other administrative duties include Dr. Pullen’s role as Director of the Biomedical Sciences Master’s degree program and of our Pre-matriculation Program, in collaboration with the Chicago Health and Medical Careers Program.

Professor Carlson received his M.S. in Physician Assistant Studies from RFUMS and a Master of Arts in Teaching from Rockford College.  He has an appointment as an Assistant Professor in the Physician Assistant Department of the College of Health Professions.  In addition, he is currently enrolled in the RFUMS PhD program in Interprofessional Healthcare Studies.    

Professor Carlson has been involved in the teaching and professional assessment of students in the Chicago Medical School, Scholl College of Podiatric Medicine, and in the College of Health Professions.  He has published and presented a number of studies pertaining to the training and assessment of medical and health professions students.

Currently, Professor Carlson serves as the Director of the Education and Evaluation Center where he has worked with faculty across the institution to design and implement formative and summative evaluations of student clinical skill sets.  He will continue in this role while bringing his background in education and performance assessment to the additional role of Assistant Dean for Evaluation and Assessment at CMS.  In this capacity he will be working on evaluation and assessment issues across all four years of the medical school curriculum.  

Dr. Pullen and Professor Carlson are enthusiastic about their new roles and are looking forward to working more closely with CMS faculty, staff and students in supporting current and future curriculum efforts.  

Please join me in welcoming both Dr Pullen and Professor Carlson in their new roles with CMS.   
Regards,
Dr. Tomkowiak 

John Tomkowiak MD, MOL
Acting Dean
Chicago Medical School
Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science


